Callington.  Urban  Council  on  Tuesday  re- 
ceived the  annual  report  of  their  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  H.  Davis,  jun.,  as 
follows : — 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  dis-  J 
trict  was  34,  19  males  and  15  females ; the 
number  of  deaths  25,  11  males  and  14  females; 
natural  increase  9.  This  would  give  a birth- 
rate of  19.8,  and  a death-rate  of  14.5  per  1,000 
per  annum  on  a population  of  1,714,  as  at  the 
last  census.  The  returns  for  the  whole  county 
for  the  year  show  a birth-rate  of  21.28,  and  a 
death-rate  of  14.75.  Two  deaths  occurred  under 
1 year  and  12  over  60,  three  of  these  being  over 
80.  Nine  deaths  were  recorded  as  being  due 
to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system,  viz.,  pneu- 
monia, 5 ; bronchitis,  1 ; phthisis,  3 ; heart 
disease,  1;  ccnceT,  1;  erysipelas,  1;  premature 
birth  and  debility  from  birth,  2;  other  causes, 
8;  inquest  cases,  3.  The  death-rate  is  not  high, 
and  compares  favourably  with  the  county  re- 
turns, and  has  other  favourable  features.  Of 
the  three  deaths  from  phthisis,  only  one  was 
tubercular;  the  other  two  originated  as  gold- 
miners’  phthisis,  contracted  hi  mines.  The 
death  from  heart  disease  was  of  a non-resident, 
and  the  erysipelas  case  was  imported ; the  two 
eases  of  infant  mortality  resulted  from  causes 
not  preventable,  and  there  was  no  death  be- 
tween the  ages  of  one  and  five  years.  Of  noti- 
fiable zymotic  diseases  there  has  been  only  one 
case.  This,  of  erysipelas,  unhappily  fatal,  was 
without  doubt  imported ; except  for  this  case 
we  could  show  a clean  sheet  for  nearly  three 
years,  a most  satisfactory  condition  consider- 
ing the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood.  A spurious  form  of 
mumps  gave  some  trouble  in  March  and  April ; 
a few  cases  were  observed  at  the  Wesleyan 
School,  but  the  chief  outbreak  was  in  the  infant 
department  of  the  National  School.  I made  fre- 
quent inspections,  and  although  the  majority  of 
the  children  were  affected  the  outbreak  was 
limited  to  this  department,  by  exclusion  of  the 
affected  children,  without  closing  it  or  invad- 
ing the  whole  school.  Vaccination  is  still  un- 
satisfactory ; 23  certificates  of  exemption  have 
been  granted,  the  same  number  as  last  year. 

SEWERAGE. 

Substituting  an  iron  street  gully  for  two  open 
gratings  in  Church-street,  and  putting  up  some 
ventilating  shafts,  sums  up  the  work  done  on 
the  sewers  during  the  year;  the  expenditure 
being  well  within  our  low  estimate  of  £10, 
given  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Ten  or 
fifteen  years  agO'  the  sewerage  system  of  Cal- 
lington was  in  a bad  state.  Some  persons  advo- 
cated relaying  the  whole  system  in  a single 
undertaking ; others  favoured  dealing  with  the 
worst  sewers  first,  and  doing  such  work  each 
year  as  appeared  to  be  absolutely  necessary. 
The  ultimate  end  would  be  the  same — a new 
sewerage  system.  The  latter  course  was  ad- 
opted, and  much  has  been  done  each  year,  and 
as  the  work  is  proceeded  with  the  necessity  for 
relaying  sewers  becomes  less.  This  year  we 
have  far  better  sewers;  we  have  received  no 
complaints,  and  discovered  no  defects  from  fre- 
quent inspections.  This,  then,  explains  the 
small  amount  of  work  done,  but  it  must  not  be 
inferred  that  the  reconstructed  work  is  com- 
pleted. The  sewer  off  Haye-road  will  probably 
want  relaying  soon,  and  the  diversion  of  the 
outfall  in  Frogwell-road  to  Newport  cannot  be 
long  postponed ; Church-street  and  Well-street 
have  still  wall  sewers,  and  flushing  tanks  have 
yet  to  be  added  to  the  system. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  much-discussed  drainage  of  the  Cattle 
Market  has  been  effected  during  the  year.  This 
includes  two  w.c.’s,  urinal,  and  drain  laid  in 
the  usual  manner,  with  inspection  chambers 
and  vent  shaft ; leaving  the  market  at  the  sheep 
entrance,  the  drain  is  carried  through  the  New- 
road  ‘o  the  newr  sewer  in  Saltash-road,  Six 
houses  have  had  the  whole  of  their  drains  re- 
constructed, and  ten  others  have  had  sections 
relaid  or  additions  made,  including  five  new 
w.c.’s.  All  work  done  has  been  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and 
smoke-tested. 

s 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

venty  years  ago  the  water  supply  was  en- 
dy  derived  from  private  pumps  and  a public 
ream.  Periods  of  drought  occurred,  and  if 
working  the  handle  of  a pump  failed  to  pro- 
duce water,  the  explanation  was  simple,  the 
pump  was  dry,  and  there  was  an  end  to  the 
matter  until  more  water  accumulated  in  the 
well ; and  where  the  public  stream  was  reduced 
to  a mere  dribble,  waiting  ten  minutes  for  a 
pailful  of  water  was  an  inconvenience,  and  that 
was  all,  and  there  was  no  one  on  whom  to  lay 
the  blame  in  either  case.  This  may  not  hav; 
been  a highly  satisfactory  state,  but  it  was 
tolerated  for  generations  without  exciting  any 
marked  activity  for  something  better.  To-day 
we  have  the  same  public  stream  made  more 
convenient  by  extended  services  to  some  part? 
of  the  town,  and  the  private  pumps  slightlt 
diminished  in  number,  and  above  all  the  big 
addition  from  the  Waterworks  Company,  send- 
ing ,tRousaiids  of  gallons  daily  into  the  town, 
even  in  the  drier  periods,  in  excess  of  the  sup- 
ply 20  years  ago.  I think  this  explanation 
necessary  to  show  that  Callington  was  never 
better  supplied  with  water  than  it  is  at  pre- 
sent ; yet  we  get  complaints  of  deficient  supply 
in  times  of  drought,  and  experienced  it  elightly- 
at  the  end  of  the  summer.  Such  complaints 
are  most  frequent  from  persons  who  pay  tor 
water  and  whose  houses  have  services  from  the 
Company’s  mains,  and  being  on  the 
levels  fail  to  get  water  from  want  of  pressure. 
We  must  hope  for  a remedy  from  the  Water- 
works Company,  which,  I think,  can  only  come 
from  the  construction  of  a big  storage 
reservoir. 

TRADE  PREMISES. 

The  requirements  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shops Act  have  been  observed,  as  far  as  the 
cases  of  the  district  permit,  their  full  signi- 
ficance not  being  applicable,  being  a non- 
manufacturing  district.  Trade  premises  are 
fairly  satisfactory,  but  capable  of  improvement; 
on  the  whole  there  is  a steady  move  in  this 
direction. 

& 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CDASSES. 

Two  new  houses  have  been  built,  and  certi- 
ficates of  water  supply  have  been  granted.  At 
present  I am  not  aware  of  a single  uninhabited 
house ; each  year  adds  some  good  healthy 
houses,  and  sees  the  demolition  of  some  un- 
healthy dwellings.  A better  standard  is  there- 
by attained ; but  this-  does  not  get  over  the 
difficulty  of  housing  the  labourer,  who  requires 
a £4  or  £5  cottage.  It  is  impossible  to  build  a|j 
cottage  for  such  rental,  and  there  is  no  alter- ^ 
native  but  to  allow  the  occupation  of  many - 
cottages  deserving  condemnation  as  unhealthy# 
dwellings.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  have 
been  dealt  with  as  well  as  circumstances  per- 
mitted. 


SCAVENGING  AND  HOUSE  REFUSE. 


The  Authority  is  responsible  for  the  removal 
of  house  refuse  ashbins  being  emptied  weekly, 
l and  a separate  collection  of  broken  glass, 
earthenware,  etc.,  is  made  monthly.  e 

work  is  done  by  contract  in  a very  satisfactory 
manner.  The  condition  of  the  streets  has  been 
a fertile  subject  for  discussion.  The  experi- 
ment of  treating  Fore-street  superficially  with 
1 tarmite  for  lessening  the  dust  was  considered 
so  successful  as  to  justify  a treatment  for 
Church-street,  with  the  same  material,  with  the 
difference  that  the  tarmite  was  incorporated 
with  the  metalling  used  in  remaking,  but  in  this 
case  the  result  has  not  been  so  successful.  The 
real  remedy,  a water  cart,  is  &i  **  i 

and  a matter  for  sincere  thankfulness.  If  any  . 
defect  existed  in  its  use,  it  was  due  to  the  e- 
ficient  water-supply,  which  was  obtained  from 
a stream  stored  in  the  limepits  of  the  disused 
tanvard  The  necessity  for  better  storage  is 
thoroughly  understood,  and  will  be  made  for 
the  coming  summer.  In  my  last  report  I sug- 
gested the  consideration  of  some  othei  method 
for  keeping  the  streets  in  a cleaner  condition , 
although  nothing  practical  has  resulted,  I con- 
"if anticipated  good 

ous  nuisances  hare  been  abated.  The  means 
taken  have  been  informal,  but  many  ot  tn 
offenders  are  so  dilatory  in  fulfilling  very  neces- 
sary  actions  that  I must  advise  more  diastic 

P’Th^Infeetious^Ihsease ’(Notification)  Act  1889, 
and  Part  III  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act, 
1890,  have  been  adopted.  By-law.  and I regu  a- 
tions  in  existence  are  in  relation  to  nuisances, 
new'  buildings,  slaughter-houses,  dames  an. 


